6&2	NOTES  ON THE EPILOGUE       1914-1934
1921.—Imperial Conference (under Lloyd George) decided (a) that
there should be no sort of federal constitution—Conferences to be held,
as before, from time to time ; and (b) discussed the question of naval
power in the Pacific (which mainly concerned Australia, Canada,
Japan and the United States).
As an outcome of this the Anglo-Japanese Naval Treaty of 1902 was
not renewed in 1922 ; and the Washington Naval Conference (1922)
agreed that Britain, America and Japan should have " capital ships " in
the proportion of 5-: 5 : 3.
1922. — Chanaq Incident.— Lloyd George invited support from
Dominions in preventing the Turks from driving the Greeks out of
Asia Minor (§ 340), but South Africa and Canada demurred.
They thereby indicated that they were not going to be " jockeyed "
into war without previous consultation.
1923.—Halibut Fisheries Treaty settled disputes between United
States and Canada, all negotiations being carried on by Canadian and
American Governments, and Canada refused to allow the British
ambassador at Washington even to countersign the Treaty.
When the Locarno Treaty was signed (1925, N245) a special clause
made it clear that the Dominions were not involved in Britain's
guarantee.
Since 1924 some of the Dominions have kept representatives at
foreign capitals : e.g. the Irish Free State has its own minister at
Washington and Paris, while Canada has a minister at Washington,
Paris and Tokio.
1926.—Imperial Conference under Baldwin discussed " Dominion
Status "—the question having become urgent, because the South
African Government, under General Hertzog, was very anxious to
affirm independent nationhood. Committee appointed under Lord
Balfour. Report of this committee embodied in the Statute of
Westminster (1931), which affirmed complete equality of status.
" The Dominions are autonomous communities within the British
Empire, equal in status, in no way subordinate to one another in any
respect of their domestic or external affairs, though united by common
allegiance to the Crown, and freely associated as members of the British
Commonwealth of Nations."
The Governor-General to fulfil the same functions as the King—
and not to be nominated by the British Government.
E.g. The King appointed in 1930 an Australian (Sir Isaac Isaacs) as
Governor-General of Australia, on the advice of the Australian Govern-
ment. This example was followed by Ireland.
The British Government and Parliament cannot veto any Dominion
legislation.
1926. — A Dominions Office was established, separate from the
Colonial Office.
^ The latter still has charge of the Crown Colonies, but the former is
little more than a negotiating department, like the Foreign Office.

